[Chronicle of a defective heart valve prosthesis].
The Björk-Shiley convexo-concave (BScc) strut fracture problem is about to enter its third decade. At present, valve carriers still face the risk of outlet strut fracture; a risk which does not seem to decline. The temporising attitude of the manufacturer has led to far more victims than would have been necessary but also the Food and Drug Administration, regulatory agencies outside the US and the medical community share responsibility for this problem.